
How can you contribute 
to preserve biodiversity?

 f Don´t buy, trade or hunt wild species, either declared threatened 
or endangered species or not.

 f Join an organic agriculture cooperative in your community or start 
your own food garden.

 f Buy only what you need and, preferably, buy local and from small 
suppliers.

 f Reduce meat and fish consumption as much as possible.

 f Use the bike, public transport or walk. If you have to use the car, 
try to share the ride.

 f Reduce the use of electricity, heat and air conditioner. You will save 
money, energy and CO2 emissions.

 f Substitute the plants in your garden that require constant 
watering to other species that consume less water. Stop using 
pesticides and invasive species also.

 f If you are going to buy property, take into account its location 
and proximity to public transport, as well as the possibilities of 
transportation by bike or other means of transport. Also, consider 
which materials were used for its construction.

 f Join the campaigns advocating for the defense of biodiversity. 
Signing a petition can help to save species or ecosystems.

 f Promote new measures for preserving biodiversity at home and in 
your community.

 f Join or collaborate with local organizations that fight to protect 
biodiversity.

All living species on our Planet, including human beings, 
depend on biodiversity.

It provides us with food and health remedies, the air we breath 
and the water we drink. Although we need it, it is at high risk 

under the current consumption model and lifestyle. By sticking 
to the present model, we are threatening our own future.
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Andalucía: Parque San Jerónimo s/n - 41015 Sevilla
Tel./Fax: 954903984 andalucia@ecologistasenaccion.org

Aragón: Gavín 6 (esquina c/ Palafox) - 50001 Zaragoza
Tel: 629139609, 629139680 aragon@ecologistasenaccion.org

Asturies: Apartado nº 5015 - 33209 Xixón
Tel: 985365224 asturias@ecologistasenaccion.org

Canarias: C/ Dr. Juan de Padilla 46, bajo -35002 Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
Avda. Trinidad, Polígono Padre Anchieta, Blq. 15 - 38203 La Laguna (Tenerife)

Tel: 928960098 - 922315475 canarias@ecologistasenaccion.org

Cantabria: Apartado nº 2 - 39080 Santander
Tel: 608952514 cantabria@ecologistasenaccion.org

Castilla y León: Apartado nº 533 - 47080 Valladolid
Tel: 697415163 castillayleon@ecologistasenaccion.org

Castilla-La Mancha: Apartado nº 20 - 45080 Toledo
Tel: 608823110 castillalamancha@ecologistasenaccion.org

Catalunya: Can Basté - Passeig. Fabra i Puig 274 - 08031 Barcelona
Tel: 648761199 catalunya@ecologistesenaccio.org

Ceuta: C/ Isabel Cabral nº 2, ático - 51001 Ceuta
ceuta@ecologistasenaccion.org

Comunidad de Madrid: C/ Marqués de Leganés 12 - 28004 Madrid
Tel: 915312389 Fax: 915312611 comunidaddemadrid@ecologistasenaccion.org

Euskal Herria: C/ Pelota 5 - 48005 Bilbao Tel: 944790119
euskalherria@ekologistakmartxan.org C/San Agustín 24 - 31001 Pamplona.

Tel. 948229262. nafarroa@ekologistakmartxan.org

Extremadura: Apartado nº 334 - 06800 Mérida
Tel: 638603541 extremadura@ecologistasenaccion.org

La Rioja: Apartado nº 363 - 26080 Logroño
Tel: 941245114- 616387156 larioja@ecologistasenaccion.org

Melilla: C/ Colombia 17 - 52002 Melilla
Tel: 951400873 melilla@ecologistasenaccion.org

Navarra: C/ San Marcial 25 - 31500 Tudela
Tel: 626679191 navarra@ecologistasenaccion.org

País Valencià: C/ Tabarca 12 entresòl - 03012 Alacant
Tel: 965255270 paisvalencia@ecologistesenaccio.org

Región Murciana: Avda. Intendente Jorge Palacios 3 - 30003 Murcia
Tel: 968281532 - 629850658 murcia@ecologistasenaccion.org



Biodiversity loss causes
There is a scientific consensus that biodiversity is being lost on Earth at 
a fast pace because of various causes that are directly related to human 
activities in the natural environment:

 f Loss and degradation of habitats

 f Climate change

 f Pollution

 f Exploitation of natural resources

 f Invasive exotic species

 f Intensive and illegal hunting and fishing

But, behind each of all these causes, there are indirect causes too that are 
the responsible for the loss of biodiversity:

 f The economic model that promotes exponential growth

 f Human population growth

 f Consumerism and the concept of materialistic individual wealth

 f Growing international trade

 f Cultural factors and religious beliefs

Thus, the ultimate cause of biodiversity decline is the global 
socioeconomic system, where materialist consumerist values and 
monetary wealth prevail over biodiversity, which is the source of natural 
resources for the society.

As long as public administrations do not take action to address these 
indirect causes, it will not be possible to stop the loss of biodiversity.

A new threat: 
the “commodification” of nature

Commodification is a process by which the value of nature is reduced to 
those aspects of it that have a monetary value and could be integrated 
into the global economy. This approach considers nature as a market 
commodity, with a monetary value that can be used in trade and 
speculation. 

“Only a fool thinks price and value are the same”
Antonio Machado

The Environmental Assesment Law (Ley de Evaluación Ambiental) has 
recently been reformed in our country and it includes the creation of 
“Conservation Banks”. These are a system of “biodiversity offsets”, by 
which the destruction or loss of an ecosystem, habitat or species from a 
specific area would be compensated by the acquisition of credits for the 
restoration of that kind of ecosystem, habitat or species in another part of 
the world. Under this model, markets, even the secondary markets, would 
be the ones setting the credits’ price. In other words, the monetary value 
of the loss of a forest, a lake or endangered species will depend on the 
demand and supply of these credits. This means speculating with nature, 
but money cannot buy life.
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What is biodiversity 
and why is it important?

Biodiversity, biological diversity, compromises all living species on the Pla-
net, the environment where they live and the interactions between them. 
Because of that, the concept of biodiversity includes all animals, plants and 
organisms, as well as all eco-systems, and their interdependency.

Biodiversity is relevant in itself, as an expression of the natural wealth 
of the Planet, but it is also fundamental for our existence. Human 
beings depend of the ecological processes of biodiversity, which create 
everything from the oxygen we breath to the food we consume. It gives 
us the resources and materials that we use to build our homes. It creates 
active ingredients that alleviate our pain and cure our illnesses too. 
Without these goods produced by these ecosystems, we would not be able 
to live, since they are an essential part of various processes, such as the 
CO2 captivation process that mitigates climate change, the atmosphere 
and water systems, water treatment and the creation of fertile soil, among 
others. Biodiversity also offer us a healthy environment for the enjoyment 
of peace and tranquility, discovery and learning.

Everyone depends on nature to enjoy a decent, healthy life in the long 
term.
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