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Lessons on intersectionality

This handbook captures the lessons that emerged from the three different
panel discussions at the BIPOC Climate Justice Conference in 2019. We felt
that the discussions were helpful and still relevant today. It can guide
fruitful discussion for the climate justice movement and other movements in
the coming years.



Learning from the global south a talk across different
activists from around the world

Participants:
Amanda Luna, Quechua woman, activist for the defense of the rights of
indigenous peoples, researcher at the University of Aachen.
Jessica Norales, coordinator of the Organization of Black Brothers and
Sisters of Honduras (OFRANEH).
Nangamso Gumbe, South African researcher and writer living in Ghana

Defend traditions for socio-environmental justice

Within the framework of the BIPOC Climate Conference, this third panel
focused mainly on analyzing what were the causes of the displacement of
communities affected by extractivism and the solutions proposed by them.
Although the panelists come from different continents, their struggles and
the collective efforts made by their communities are similar: maintaining
their own languages, cultures, and traditions are an essential part of the
fight for socio-environmental justice.

In a context of multidimensional crises, the participants have underlined
that the roots come from a colonialism exacerbated by neoliberal policies
and multinational capitals that have entered their regions for more than half
a century. Many of these companies come up with proposals that finally end
up invading and driving people out of their territories, be it by looting
common goods such as water through monocultures or large-scale mining
itself.



“This is added to many of the elements of violence suffered by defenders of
life such as indigenous, Afro and black populations (...) Women play a
preponderant role and are victims of constant threats and persecution (... )
The biggest challenge is to stay alive, to keep fighting and be able to face
these big corporations that often have no face”, says Jessica Norales.

A capital that displaces

As has been said ad-nauseam for decades, these transnational industries
have degraded lands and their watersheds, which has increased with climate
change and the loss of biodiversity. When there are extreme events, such as
floods, these territories are doubly affected by the little resilience that the
lands and their watersheds may have due to monocultures or mining
companies, as well as the lack of local infrastructure that has been
disappearing in the last centuries. "“This is destroying us spiritually,
physically, economically, but most importantly it is destroying our culture,”
says Nangamso Gumbe.

At the same time, the participants comment that it is important not to
remain with a romantic image of the communities themselves affected by
extractivism. Many people leave their towns to be able to study, develop new
jobs that are not offered in their regions or simply live from mining as there
are no other economic options. Many people also do not feel connected to
their identities, and it is through the wounds of colonization and the very
structural racism of society, where they prefer to hide their past or build a
mentality rooted in Eurocentrism. It is this way that many people lose



connection with their ancestors and ancient practices. "For example, the
Quechua language also influences discrimination in my region. Many people
tend to hide it", says Amanda Luna.

Pay attention to the “green economy”

Faced with growing criticism of how the palitical world is navigating the
multidimensional crises that affect the global majority, industries are
investing heavily in the "green economy” market. This means a path towards
economic growth that theoretically uses natural resources in a sustainable
way, but without placing climate protection and conservation in a context of
political interests and power structures in those who have been most
affected since the beginning of colonialism.

This is how the industries have wanted to respond to the criticism of the
last decades for postponing and avoiding regulations to protect our living
planet. The participants agree that today we must also be critical of the
investment in renewable energies that are being promoted by multilateral
agreements through European Union treaties as part of the Sustainable
Development Goals. “The case of wind energy affects a large area of
territory. The same happens with mass tourism, which is another form of
displacement (...) We must insist on the fact that we have the right to stay,
we have the right to decide’, Norales alleges. The international climate
policies continue to reproduce colonial dynamics with the excuse of saving
the planet.

Among the demands of the socio-environmental movements is the guarantee
of the creation of quality jobs and low emissions, decentralization and



energy decrease, and a redistribution of wealth that lead us to models of
fairer and more resilient societies. “It is important to understand that we are
not the owners of our environment, but rather we are part of it and that we
share that space of life with other dimensions (...) The territory is our life, it
Is part of our body, our bodies too. Everything is part of that territory,” says
Norales.

Remedies to believe again

In a world where there is permanent social disintegration, a sense of
privilege, debt and a lack of equal opportunity, linking and learning between
South-South movements in Africa, Asia and Latin America for a common
agenda offers ways to reconcile these fractures. This is how stories of
struggle can be connected and solidarity sought within the sacrifice zones.
"We see each other as different, but our stories are very similar, we can
teach each other and help each other. There is a lot of power in this
similarity,”, says Gumbe.

The solutions exposed in the talk are many: restoration of dispossessed
lands, the guarantee of access and control of water, robust investments in
the regeneration of wildlife, the protection of environmental defenders and
student movements, promotion of human rights treaties legally binding with
companies, defense of food sovereignty, and decrease in consumption
patterns of large economies, among others. “We need to own our stories. We
can't let people in the global West frame those stories for us”, finalizes
Gumbe.



Aprender del sur global una charla entre diferentes activistas
de todo el mundo

Participantes:
- Amanda Luna, mujer quechua, activista por la defensa de los derechos
de los pueblos indigenas, investigadora de la Universidad de Aquisgran.
- Jessica Norales, coordinadora de |la Organizacion de Hermanos y
Hermanas Negras de Honduras (OFRANEH).
- Nangamso Gumbe, investigadora y escritora sudafricana viviendo en
Ghana.

Defender las tradiciones por una justicia socio-ambiental

En el marco de la BiPOC Climate Conference, este tercer panel se enfoco
principalmente en analizar cuales eran las causas de los desplazamientos de
comunidades afectadas por el extractivismo y las soluciones que se
plantean por parte de éstas mismas. A sabiendas de que las panelistas
vienen de continentes distintos, sus luchas y los esfuerzos colectivos que
han hecho sus comunidades se asemejan: mantener sus propias lenguas,
culturas y tradiciones son parte esencial de la lucha por la justicia
socio-ambiental.

En un contexto de crisis multidimensional, las participantes han subrayado
que la raiz viene de un colonialismo exacerbado por las politicas neoliberales
y capitales multinacionales que han entrado en sus regiones desde hace
mas de medio siglo. Muchas de estas empresas vienen con propuestas que
finalmente terminan invadiendo y sacando a las personas de sus territorios,



sea por el saqueo de bienes comunes como el agua a través de monocultivos
0 la propia gran mineria.

"Esto se suma a muchos de los elementos de violencia que sufren los
defensores de la vida como son las poblaciones indigenas, afro y negras (...)
Las mujeres desempenan un papel preponderante y son victimas de
amenazas y persecuciones constantes (...) El mayor desafio es seguir viva,
es seguir luchando y ser capaz de enfrentarse a estas grandes
corporaciones que muchas veces no tienen cara”, comenta Jessica Norales.

Un capital que desplaza

Como ya se ha dicho hasta el cansancio por décadas, estas industrias
trasnacionales han degradado las tierras y sus cuencas hidrograficas, lo cual
se ha acrecentado con el cambio climatico y la misma pérdida de la
biodiversidad. Cuando hay eventos extremaos, como por ejemplo
inundaciones, estos territorios se ven doblemente afectados por la poca
resiliencia que pueden tener las tierras, sus cuencas o la falta de
infraestructura local que ha ido desapareciendo. "Eso nos esté destruyendo
espiritualmente, fisicamente, econémicamente, pero lo mas importante va
destruyendo nuestra cultura”, comenta Nangamso Gumbe.

Al mismo tiempo, comentan que es importante no quedarse con una imagen
romantica de las propias comunidades afectadas por el extractivismo.
Muchas personas salen de sus pueblos para poder estudiar, desarrollarse en
nuevos trabajos que no se ofrecen en sus regiones o simplemente viven de la
mineria al no haber méas opciones economicas. También muchas personas no



sienten conexion con sus identidades, y es a través de las heridas de |a
colonizacion y el propio racismo estructural de las sociedad, que prefieren
esconder su pasado o construir una mentalidad arraigada en el
eurocentrismo. Muchas personas pierden la conexion con sus antepasados y
practicas ancestrales. "Por ejemplo, la lengua quechua también influye en la
discriminacion”, comenta Amanda Luna.

Ponerle atencion a las “economia verde”

Ante las crecientes criticas por como el mundo politico esta navegando por
las crisis multidimensionales que afectan a la mayoria global, las industrias
estan destinando grandes inversiones en el mercado de las "economias
verdes”. Esto quiere decir una senda hacia un crecimiento econoémico que
tedricamente utiliza bienes naturales de manera sustentable, pero sin
colocar la proteccion climatica y conservacion en un contexto de intereses
politicos y estructuras de poder en quienes mas se han visto afectados
desde el inicio del colonialismo.

Es asi como las industrias han querido responder a las criticas de las
ultimas décadas por aplazar y evitar las normativas de proteccion a nuestro
planeta viviente. Hoy dia también hay que ser criticos con la inversion en las
energias renovables que estan siendo impulsados por acuerdo multilaterales
a través de tratados de la Union Europea como parte de los Sustainable
Development Goals. “El caso de la energia eolica afecta a una gran extension
de territorio. Lo mismo ocurre con el turismo masivo, el cual es otra forma de
desplazamiento (...) Hay que insistir en el hecho de que tenemos derecho a
guedarnos, tenemos derecho a decidir”, alega Norales.



Finalmente las politicas climaticas internacionales siguen reproduciendo
dinamicas coloniales con la excusa de salvar el planeta. Dentro de las
demandas de los movimientos socio-ambientales esta la garantia de |a
creacion de empleos de calidad y bajas emisiones, una descentralizacion y
decrecimiento energético, y una redistribucion de la riqueza que nos lleven a
modelos de sociedades mas justas y resilientes. "Es importante entender
que no somos los duenos del medio ambiente, sino que somos parte de éste
y gque compartimos ese espacio de vida con otras dimensiones espirituales
(...) El territorio es nuestra vida, forma parte de nuestro cuerpo, nuestros
cuerpos también forman parte de ese territorio.”, afirma Norales.

Remedios para volver a creer

En un mundo en el que existe una permanente desintegracion social,
sensacion de privilegio, deudas y falta de igualdad de oportunidades,
vincularse y aprender entre movimientos Sur-Sur de Africa, Asia vy
Latinoamérica para una agenda comun ofrece vias para reconciliar estas
fracturas. Es asi como se pueden conectar |as historias de lucha y buscar la
solidaridad dentro de las zonas de sacrificio. "Nos vemos como diferentes,
pero nuestras historias son muy similares, podemos ensenarnos y ayudarnos
mutuamente. Hay mucho poder en esta similitud”, dice Gumbe.

Las soluciones expuestas en la charla son muchisimas: restauracion de las
tierras despojadas, la garantia del acceso y control del agua, robustas
inversiones en la regeneracion de la vida silvestre, la proteccion de
defensores ambientales y movimientos estudiantiles, promocion de tratados
sobre derechos humanos juridicamente vinculantes con las empresas,



defensa de la soberania alimentaria, y decrecimiento de los patrones de
consumo de las grandes economias, entre otros. “Necesitamos apropiarnos
de nuestras historias. No podemos dejar que la gente del Occidente global
enmarque esas historias”, apunta Gumbe.
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BIPOC Climate Justice Network

The network came together in 2018 when

a small group of activists decided to organize the first
ever BIPOC Climate Justice Conference in

Germany. Originally planned to be an in person

event, the conference had to move to a virtual format
due to covid. In the online event more than

80 people and 15 self organized

groups joined over a two days programme.

From the conference the need to have a network of
individual activists and diverse BIPOC collective
became clearer.

www.bipoclimatejusticenetwork.org

European Youth for Action

European Youth For Action (EYFA) is an
environmental youth network in Europe. It is based
in Amsterdam and has partner

organizations in 18 European countries.

https://eyfa.org/
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